Abstract. Sea ice circulation in the Laptev
1997] to 540 km3yr 'l [Shpaiher, 1976] . This is more than the export f?om the Barents (,40 tm•3yr'l), Kara (240 tan3yr'•), East Siberian (150 tan3yr'l), and Chukchi (10 tan3yr '•) Seas combined [Timokhov, 1994] [Gorbunov, 1979] . While the straits are quite narrow and hence preclude accurate estimates of ice exchange, the estimate of 2.05 kin 3
indicates that transport through Novosibirskie Straits is less than that through Vilkitski Strait. Several studies of ice drift in the ilmer and coastal Laptev Sea have been based on successive side-looking airborne radar surveys and ERS SAR images [Gorbunov et al., 1979b : Panfilov, 1990 , 1995 
Retrieval of Ice Drift Patterns From Okean Images
The side-looking radar of the Okean satellite operates at a wavelength of 3.15 Cln (.vertical polarization). It covers a swath of 475 km wide and has a resolution of 0.9 and 2.8 km in range and azimuth directions, respectively. Giant ice floes and ti'actures were tracked from sequential images in interactive mode [Alexandrov et al., 1995] and the meridional displacements of the multiyear ice boundal T were also deter- 
